Snowshoe Mountain History

1973 – Present


In the Monongahela National Forest, near the site of the early 1900’s logging village of Old Spruce and Cass, Snowshoe Mountain Resort can be found at one of the highest elevations in West Virginia.  Here, just a stone’s throw from the Virginia border, time and the elements have slowly fashioned a north facing, elliptical bowl some two miles wide by five miles long.  From the near mile-high slopes of the rim to the clear, cold waters of Shaver’s Fork, residents of the forest – black bear, deer, beaver, bobcat, weasel, wild turkey, mink, fisher, native brook trout, and the Snowshoe Hare – roam the relatively untouched natural basin.


Snow starts falling as early as October and continues into May on this mountain.  Heavy snow coverage allows the survival of the Snowshoe Hare.  This unusual animal is rarely found farther south than the mountains of Canada.  The hare’s coat turns white in the winter and it can survive, hidden from enemies, only where the snow falls deep and winters last long.  The Snowshoe hare is a living testament of the area’s abundant snowfall.


Snowshoe’s development began in 1973 by a group of visionaries headed by Dr. Thomas Brigham along with his young protégé Danny Seme.  Dr. Brigham, one of the early pioneers of southern skiing, had previously developed Beech and Sugar Mountain Resorts in North Carolina in the early 60’s.  Snowshoe was to be the premier development in the Southeast and the Mid-Atlantic region.


Skidder, Ballhooter and Cupp Run lifts were built in 1974 and the Cupp Run Slope was cut on the mountain’s western face giving Snowshoe a claim to the south’s greatest vertical drop, over 1500’.  Additional trails and lifts were installed from 1977 until 1999 and most lodges and condominiums were constructed by 1982.  


With the acquisition of the Silver Creek Resort in 1992, Snowshoe now boasts 57 trails and 14 modern lifts, including three high-speed detachable quad lifts.  Food and beverage facilities, shops, spas, pools and family entertainment facilities have been developed over the years.


Snowshoe has evolved into a true four-season resort with a nationally recognized golf course, the Raven, an outdoor adventure program and extensive mountain biking terrain.  Numerous summer and fall events highlight the activities on the mountain from May until October, including the Fire on the Mountain Chili Cook-off, Freedom Fest, Wine and Jazz and more.


After five years of ownership by TDC Management Corporation (a Japanese company), the resort was sold in 1995 to the Canadian firm, Intrawest Corporation.  Intrawest is North America’s largest resort developer with headquarters in Vancouver, British Columbia. 


Resort villages are a signature of Intrawest and in 1998 the Village at Snowshoe opened with Rimfire Lodge and nine retail operations.  The village has grown with the addition of Highland House and Allegheny Springs, both state of the art lodges.  In 2001, Split Rock Pools opened in the village, providing aqua fun for the entire family.  In following years Starbucks Coffee, the Fox Fire Grill and the Village Bistro Restaurant have opened along with various shops throughout the Village area.  Expedition Station, a new 100-unit slopeside lodging complex became fully operational in the winter of 2005, complete with a state of the art, 11,000 square foot rental shop.  The Village’s newest upscale lodging facility, The Seneca also recently opened its doors offering private terraces and a spectacular western view.   


Snowshoe’s newest addition is not however to the Village, but on the slopes.  A new high-speed detachable quad lift that will service the Widowmaker slope system and adjoining trails will be operational for the 2006-2007 season.  The project, constructed by Doppelmayr CTEC, will reduce the lift ride from 8-10 minutes to less than three minutes and will sustain an uphill capacity of over 2,400 skiers per hour compared to 1,500 skiers per hour with the current fixed grip Widowmaker Lift.   Also under construction near the resort’s highest peek is Soaring Eagle Lodge.  The building, which is expected to be ready for guests by the 2006/2007 season, will feature 140 spacious homes, along with retail and two restaurant facilities, Ember and the Marketplace. Ember will showcase a finger-friendly menu with many American favorites mixed with Asian influences.  The MarketPlace will be a to-go establishment offering full-meals already cooked for all times of the day.

Snowshoe Mountain has been part of the Pocahontas County for now over 30-years, providing nearly 500 year round jobs and over 1400 jobs during the height of the winter season.  Under the guidance of the now world’s largest leisure travel corporation, Snowshoe Mountain is expected to continue to thrive and offer the best mountain recreation in the region for years to come.  

